
All Too Human Political Education: A Journey
Through the Heart of American Democracy
In an era marked by deep political polarization and widespread distrust of
institutions, it has become increasingly difficult to have productive
conversations about the state of our democracy. All Too Human Political
Education offers a timely and essential guide to navigating these
challenging waters.

This groundbreaking book, written by acclaimed political scientist and
educator Dr. Emily K. Hobson, provides a unique and deeply personal
perspective on the challenges and rewards of teaching and learning about
politics. Through her own experiences as a professor, mentor, and activist,
Hobson offers a compelling account of the human dimensions of political
education.
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All Too Human Political Education challenges the traditional view of politics
as a purely rational and objective pursuit. Instead, Hobson argues that
politics is fundamentally human and that our emotions, values, and
experiences play a crucial role in shaping our political beliefs and
behaviors.

By adopting a human-centered approach, Hobson delves into the complex
motivations and identities that drive political action. She explores how our
personal experiences, social networks, and cultural contexts influence our
political views and how these factors can both empower and constrain our
ability to participate in the political process.

Overcoming Polarization and Building Bridges

In a time of heightened political polarization, All Too Human Political
Education offers a much-needed roadmap for overcoming divisions and
fostering constructive dialogue. Hobson draws upon her experiences as a
facilitator of difficult conversations to provide practical strategies for
bridging the divides that separate us.

She argues that true political education requires us to engage with people
who hold different views, even if those views are deeply challenging. By
listening to and understanding perspectives that differ from our own, we
can develop greater empathy, build more inclusive communities, and work
together to address the complex problems facing our society.

The Power of Personal Narrative

One of the most striking features of All Too Human Political Education is its
use of personal narrative to illuminate the human dimensions of politics.
Hobson shares stories from her own life, as well as from the lives of her



students, colleagues, and activists, to illustrate the challenges and triumphs
of political engagement.

These stories provide a powerful reminder that politics is not just about
abstract ideas but about real people with real experiences. By humanizing
the political sphere, Hobson makes it more accessible and relatable,
fostering a greater understanding of the motivations that drive political
action.

Educating for Democracy

All Too Human Political Education is not only a personal journey but also a
call to action. Hobson argues that political education is essential for the
health of our democracy. She provides educators, activists, and concerned
citizens with tools and strategies for promoting civic engagement and
fostering a more informed and participatory citizenry.

By equipping readers with a deeper understanding of the human
dimensions of politics, Hobson empowers them to be more effective
advocates for change. She challenges us to reject apathy and cynicism and
to embrace the messy but ultimately rewarding work of building a more just
and equitable society.

All Too Human Political Education is a must-read for anyone who cares
about the future of American democracy. Emily K. Hobson's unique and
deeply personal perspective on the challenges and rewards of political
education provides a much-needed roadmap for navigating the
complexities of our time.



By adopting a human-centered approach, embracing personal narrative,
and emphasizing the power of education, Hobson offers a compelling
vision for a more inclusive, empathetic, and engaged democracy. In an era
where the stakes are higher than ever, All Too Human Political Education is
an essential guide for all who seek to build a better future for themselves
and for generations to come.
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