
Arrowpoints, Spearheads, and Knives of
Prehistoric Times: A Comprehensive Guide
The development of arrowpoints, spearheads, and knives played a pivotal
role in the evolution of human technology and survival. These tools and
weapons, crafted from various materials such as stone, bone, and antler,
were essential for hunting, fishing, and self-defense in prehistoric times.
This comprehensive guide delves into the origins, types, materials, and
techniques associated with these ancient artifacts, offering a glimpse into
the lives and ingenuity of our prehistoric ancestors.

Origins of Arrowpoints, Spearheads, and Knives

The earliest known arrowpoints, spearheads, and knives date back to the
Lower Paleolithic era, around 2.6 million years ago. These early tools were
crudely fashioned from stone, with basic shapes and limited functionality.
As humans evolved and their technology advanced, the design and
effectiveness of these tools improved significantly.
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Types of Arrowpoints, Spearheads, and Knives

Arrowpoints: Arrowpoints were designed to be attached to arrows,
allowing for greater accuracy and range in hunting and warfare. They came
in various shapes and sizes, including triangular, barbed, and leaf-shaped
points. The type of arrowpoint used depended on the intended prey or
purpose.

Spearheads: Spearheads were larger than arrowpoints and were affixed to
spears, providing a more powerful thrusting weapon. They exhibited a wide
range of shapes, such as lanceolate, leaf-shaped, and tanged points. The
size and shape of the spearhead determined its effectiveness for different
hunting or combat scenarios.

Knives: Knives served multiple purposes, including cutting, slicing, and
scraping. They were typically made from stone or bone and varied in shape
and size. Some knives had specialized functions, such as skinning knives
or daggers designed for close combat.

Materials Used in Arrowpoints, Spearheads, and Knives

Stone: Stone was the most common material used for arrowpoints,
spearheads, and knives. Flint, obsidian, and chert were favored due to their
sharp edges and durability. The knapping technique, involving controlled
fracturing, was employed to shape and refine the stone tools.

Bone: Bone was another widely used material, particularly for smaller tools
like arrowpoints. Bone points were often barbed or serrated to enhance
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their effectiveness.

Antler: Antler, shed from deer and other animals, was also utilized to make
arrowpoints and spearheads. Antler tools had the advantage of being
lightweight and less brittle than stone.

Techniques for Crafting Arrowpoints, Spearheads, and Knives

Flintknapping: Flintknapping is the primary technique used to shape stone
arrowpoints, spearheads, and knives. It involves striking a stone core with a
hammerstone or antler tine to create flakes. These flakes were then further
refined into the desired shape and size.

Biface Reduction: Biface reduction is a technique used to create
symmetrical arrowheads or spearheads from a stone core. It involves
chipping away at both sides of the core to achieve the desired shape.

Pressure Flaking: Pressure flaking is a more refined technique that allows
for greater precision in shaping arrowpoints and spearheads. A small tool,
such as a bone or antler tip, is used to apply pressure to specific areas of
the stone, removing small flakes and creating delicate edges.

Archaeological Significance of Arrowpoints, Spearheads, and Knives

Arrowpoints, spearheads, and knives are invaluable archaeological artifacts
that provide insights into the lives and cultures of prehistoric societies. Their
presence at archaeological sites helps researchers:

Determine Chronology: Different types of arrowpoints, spearheads, and
knives are associated with specific time periods. Their presence in
archaeological layers can help establish the chronology of a site.



Understand Hunting Practices: The analysis of arrowpoints and
spearheads can reveal hunting strategies and the types of prey hunted.

Identify Trade Networks: The presence of non-local materials used in
arrowpoints, spearheads, and knives suggests trade networks and cultural
interactions between different groups.

Comprehend Technological Development: The evolution of arrowpoints,
spearheads, and knives over time reflects the technological advancements
and innovations of prehistoric societies.

Arrowpoints, spearheads, and knives were essential tools and weapons for
prehistoric humans, enabling them to hunt, defend themselves, and shape
their environment. The diversity of these artifacts in terms of types,
materials, and techniques reflects the ingenuity and adaptability of our
ancestors. By studying these prehistoric tools, we gain valuable insights
into the lives, cultures, and technological advancements of our human
heritage. This comprehensive guide provides a comprehensive
understanding of these ancient artifacts, highlighting their significance and
offering a glimpse into the fascinating history of humankind.
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