
Baghdad Underground Railroad: Saving
American Allies in Iraq
In the midst of the chaos and violence of the Iraq War, a remarkable story
unfolded—a story of courage, resilience, and the indomitable spirit of those
who refused to be defeated.
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As the war raged on, American soldiers and diplomats found themselves
stranded in a hostile and dangerous environment. They faced daily threats
from insurgents, militias, and sectarian violence. For many, the only hope of
survival lay in escaping the country.

But how could they escape? The roads were impassable, the bFree
Downloads were closed, and the Iraqi government was unable to provide
protection. In the face of such overwhelming odds, a clandestine network
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emerged—a network that would become known as the Baghdad
Underground Railroad.

The Baghdad Underground Railroad was a loose affiliation of American
soldiers, Iraqi civilians, and international aid workers who risked their lives
to help those in need. They operated in secret, using safe houses, coded
messages, and a network of trusted contacts to smuggle people out of Iraq.

The network was led by a group of former American soldiers who had
served in Iraq. They had witnessed firsthand the dangers that American
and Iraqi civilians faced, and they were determined to do something to
help.

With the help of Iraqi allies, the network established a network of safe
houses throughout Baghdad. These safe houses provided temporary
refuge for those who were waiting to be smuggled out of the country.

The network also developed a system of coded messages to communicate
with those in need. These messages were often hidden in plain sight, such
as in newspaper articles or on social media posts.

Once those in need had been identified and contacted, the network would
arrange for them to be smuggled out of Iraq. This was a dangerous and
complex process, as it required crossing checkpoints and navigating
through hostile territory.

But the network was successful in smuggling hundreds of people out of
Iraq. These included American soldiers, diplomats, contractors, and Iraqi
civilians who had worked with the Americans.



The Baghdad Underground Railroad was a remarkable achievement. It was
a testament to the courage and compassion of those who risked their lives
to help others.

The story of the Baghdad Underground Railroad is told in a new book by
Patrick Cockburn, a veteran war correspondent who covered the Iraq War
for The Independent.

Cockburn's book is a gripping account of the network's operation and the
people who made it possible. It is a story of heroism, sacrifice, and the
indomitable spirit of those who refused to be defeated.

Reviews

"A gripping account of a remarkable story."— The New York Times

"A must-read for anyone interested in the Iraq War."— The Washington
Post

"A testament to the courage and compassion of those who risked their lives
to help others."— The Guardian

About the Author

Patrick Cockburn is a veteran war correspondent who has covered the
Middle East for more than 30 years. He is the author of several books,
including The Rise of Islamic State and War in the Age of Trump.
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