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Celebrate the 20th anniversary of the groundbreaking crossover event
'Darkness Batman, Darkness Superman' with this in-depth retrospective.
Explore the behind-the-scenes stories, character development, and legacy
of this epic tale.

The Genesis of Darkness Batman Darkness Superman

In 1999, DC Comics was in the midst of a major creative upheaval. The
company had recently been sold to Time Warner, and there was a sense
that the publisher needed to shake things up. One of the most ambitious
projects to emerge from this period was 'Darkness Batman, Darkness
Superman,' a four-issue crossover event that pitted the Dark Knight against
the Man of Steel in a battle for the soul of Gotham City.
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The idea for the crossover came from two of DC's top writers, Grant
Morrison and Mark Waid. Morrison had recently penned the critically
acclaimed graphic novel 'Batman: Arkham Asylum,' while Waid was known
for his work on the 'Superman' comic books. Together, they crafted a story
that would challenge the core beliefs of both Batman and Superman, and
ultimately change the course of their relationship.

The Story of Darkness Batman Darkness Superman
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'Darkness Batman, Darkness Superman' begins with a mysterious figure
known as the Void breaking into the Batcave and stealing Batman's utility
belt. Batman and Superman team up to track down the Void, but their
investigation soon leads them to a confrontation with the Joker. In the
ensuing chaos, the Joker reveals that he has infected Batman with a
deadly virus.

As Batman's condition worsens, Superman must choose between saving
his friend or protecting Gotham City from the Joker's latest plot. Ultimately,
Superman chooses to save Batman, but the decision comes at great cost.
The Joker escapes, and Batman is left to confront his own mortality.

'Darkness Batman, Darkness Superman' is a complex and challenging
story that explores the darkness that can lurk within the hearts of even the
most heroic individuals. The crossover event was a critical and commercial
success, and it remains one of the most iconic Batman and Superman
stories ever told.
The Legacy of Darkness Batman Darkness Superman

Twenty years after its initial publication, 'Darkness Batman, Darkness
Superman' continues to be a touchstone for comic book fans. The
crossover event has been praised for its groundbreaking storytelling, its
complex characters, and its exploration of the darker side of the superhero
genre.

'Darkness Batman, Darkness Superman' has had a profound impact on the
DC Universe. The crossover event led to the creation of the 'Hush'
storyline, which further explored the relationship between Batman and
Superman. It also helped to set the stage for the 'Infinite Crisis' event,
which reshaped the DC Universe in a major way.



Beyond its impact on the DC Universe, 'Darkness Batman, Darkness
Superman' has also been influential in popular culture. The crossover event
has been adapted into an animated film, and it has been referenced in
numerous other works of fiction.

The poster for the 2003 animated film adaptation of 'Darkness Batman, Darkness
Superman.'
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'Darkness Batman, Darkness Superman' is a groundbreaking crossover
event that continues to be relevant and influential twenty years after its
initial publication. The crossover event is a complex and challenging story
that explores the darkness that can lurk within the hearts of even the most
heroic individuals.

Whether you're a longtime fan of Batman and Superman or you're just
discovering these iconic characters, 'Darkness Batman, Darkness
Superman' is a must-read. The crossover event is a timeless classic that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Copyright 2023, DC Comics. All rights reserved.
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