
Original Designs for New York's Greatest
Treasure: Unveiling the Architectural
Masterpiece of Grand Central Terminal
Nestled in the heart of Midtown Manhattan, Grand Central Terminal stands
as a testament to the architectural brilliance and historical significance of
New York City. Its grand Beaux-Arts facade, soaring ceilings, and intricate
details have captivated the hearts and minds of travelers and locals alike
for over a century.

In this article, we will delve into the fascinating world of Grand Central
Terminal's original designs, uncovering the stories and inspirations behind
its iconic architecture. From the visionary sketches to the meticulous
construction, we will explore the creative minds that brought this
architectural masterpiece to life.
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The story of Grand Central Terminal begins in the late 19th century, when
New York City's transportation system was undergoing a major overhaul.
The city's existing terminals were proving inadequate to handle the growing
volume of rail traffic, and a new, central hub was desperately needed.

In 1903, the New York Central Railroad commissioned the architectural firm
of Warren and Wetmore to design a new terminal that would surpass all
others in grandeur and efficiency. Led by the visionary architects Whitney
Warren and Charles Reed, the firm embarked on an ambitious project that
would forever transform the city's skyline.
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Architectural Brilliance

Warren and Wetmore's design for Grand Central Terminal was inspired by
the grandeur of Beaux-Arts architecture, a style that emphasized symmetry,
classical elements, and monumental scale. The terminal's facade, with its
majestic columns and arched windows, is a testament to this opulent style.

Inside, the terminal's soaring vaulted ceilings and intricate murals create a
sense of awe and inspiration. The Main Concourse, with its iconic celestial
ceiling painted by French artist Paul Helleu, is a masterpiece of decorative
art. The terminal's other spaces, from the elegant Vanderbilt Hall to the
bustling Oyster Bar, each have their own unique character and charm.



The Evolution of the Design

The original designs for Grand Central Terminal underwent several
revisions before the final plans were approved. Warren and Wetmore's
early sketches show a more traditional Beaux-Arts design, with a
symmetrical facade and a large central dome. However, as the project
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progressed, the architects incorporated elements of other architectural
styles, such as Gothic and Art Nouveau.

One of the most significant changes to the design was the addition of the
Grand Staircase. Originally, the terminal was to have a single grand
staircase leading from the Main Concourse to the upper levels. However, at
the suggestion of Reed and Stem, the architects who were overseeing the
construction of the terminal, they added a second, smaller staircase on the
opposite side. This change not only increased the terminal's capacity but
also created a more dynamic and visually appealing space.

Preserving a Masterpiece
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Grand Central Terminal opened to the public in 1913, and quickly became a
beloved landmark of New York City. However, over the years, the terminal
fell into disrepair. In the 1970s, a group of concerned citizens formed the
Grand Central Partnership, a non-profit organization dedicated to the
preservation and restoration of the terminal.

Thanks to the efforts of the Grand Central Partnership and other
preservation groups, Grand Central Terminal was designated a National
Historic Landmark in 1975. Since then, the terminal has undergone several
major restoration projects, including the restoration of the Main Concourse
ceiling and the cleaning of the exterior facade.

Grand Central Terminal is a testament to the power of human ingenuity and
creativity. Its original designs, created by the visionary architects of Warren
and Wetmore, have stood the test of time, inspiring and captivating
generations of travelers and New Yorkers alike.
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Today, Grand Central Terminal remains a vibrant and vital part of New York
City's transportation network. It is also a beloved landmark and a source of
pride for the city. By preserving and celebrating its original designs, we
ensure that this architectural masterpiece will continue to be enjoyed by
future generations.

To learn more about the fascinating story of Grand Central Terminal, I
highly recommend visiting the terminal's website or taking a guided tour.
You can also find more information in the following books:

Grand Central Terminal: 100 Years of Architecture and Transportation
by Anthony W. Robins and Eric Homberger

The Grand Central Terminal Book by Justin Ferate and Douglas
Keister

Grand Central Terminal: The Official Guide by the Grand Central
Partnership
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