
Smedley Butler: The Marines and the Making
and Breaking of America's Empire
: A Marine's Journey

Smedley Butler was born on July 31, 1881, in West Chester, Pennsylvania.
He joined the Marine Corps in 1898, at the age of 16, and quickly rose
through the ranks, earning numerous awards for his bravery and
leadership. Butler served in Cuba, the Philippines, China, and Nicaragua,
witnessing firsthand the realities of American imperialism and the brutality
of war.
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The Making of an Empire

Butler's experiences overseas shaped his views on the role of the United
States in the world. He witnessed the exploitation of foreign nations and the
use of military force to suppress dissent. Butler became increasingly
disillusioned with the American government's imperialistic ambitions, which
he saw as a betrayal of the ideals of democracy and freedom.
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In 1935, Butler published his book "War Is a Racket," in which he exposed
the financial and political motivations behind military interventions. He
argued that the United States was using its military power to protect the
interests of a small group of wealthy individuals and corporations, rather
than serving the needs of the American people.

The Breaking of an Empire

Butler's book and his outspoken criticism of the government made him a
target of attack by those who wished to protect the status quo. He was
accused of being a traitor and a radical, but Butler remained steadfast in
his beliefs. He continued to speak out against imperialism and militarism,
and he became a symbol of hope for those who sought a more just and
peaceful world.

Butler speaking out against imperialism and militarism
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A Legacy of Dissent

Smedley Butler died in 1940, but his legacy continues to inspire and
challenge. His writings and his example of courage in the face of adversity
have made him an icon for anti-war activists and peacemakers around the
world. Butler's message is as relevant today as it was when he first spoke
out against the evils of war and imperialism.

In an era of increasing militarization and global conflict, we need more
Smedley Butlers – individuals who are willing to speak truth to power and to
fight for a better world. Butler's life and work remind us that it is possible to
dissent, to challenge the status quo, and to make a difference.

: A Call to Action

Smedley Butler was a true American hero. He served his country with
distinction and honor, but he also had the courage to speak out against the
injustices he witnessed. Butler's legacy is a call to action for all of us who
believe in peace, justice, and the power of the human spirit.

Let us honor Butler's memory by continuing his fight against war,
imperialism, and the greed that fuels them. Let us work together to create a
world where peace prevails, where justice is served, and where the human
spirit triumphs over all.
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