
Soldier of the Empire, Defender of Quebec:
Dundurn Lives
In the annals of military history, few figures stand as tall as James Wolfe,
the British general who led the daring invasion of Quebec in 1759. His
victory at the Battle of the Plains of Abraham on September 13th, 1759,
marked a turning point in the French and Indian War and secured British
control over Canada.

While Wolfe's name is forever etched in the history books, the story of his
close associate, Captain William Howe, has been largely forgotten. Yet,
Howe played a pivotal role in the Quebec campaign, serving as Wolfe's
trusted adjutant and second-in-command.
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In his meticulously researched and engagingly written book, "Soldier of the
Empire, Defender of Quebec: Dundurn Lives," author Robert Fowler brings
Howe's remarkable life and legacy to light. Through a rich tapestry of
archival research and vivid prose, Fowler paints a captivating portrait of a
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man who epitomized the values and aspirations of the British Empire in the
18th century.

Early Life and Military Career

William Howe was born in 1729 in England, to a distinguished family with a
long history of military service. From a young age, he displayed an aptitude
for the military arts and a keen interest in history and strategy. At the age of
15, he joined the British Army as an ensign in the 20th Regiment of Foot.

Howe's early military career was marked by a series of successful
campaigns in North America and Europe. He fought with distinction at the
Battle of Fort Necessity in 1754 and the Siege of Louisbourg in 1758. His
bravery and leadership qualities caught the attention of James Wolfe, who
selected Howe to be his adjutant for the Quebec campaign.

The Quebec Campaign

In the summer of 1759, Wolfe and Howe embarked on a daring expedition
to capture Quebec, the heart of French Canada. The campaign was fraught
with challenges, including treacherous river currents, steep cliffs, and a
determined French garrison.

Howe played a crucial role in planning and executing the invasion. He led
reconnaissance missions, scouted enemy positions, and coordinated the
movement of troops. His detailed knowledge of the terrain and his ability to
assess the enemy's strengths and weaknesses proved invaluable to Wolfe.

On the morning of September 13th, 1759, Howe accompanied Wolfe as he
led the British forces up the steep slopes of the Plains of Abraham. During
the intense battle that followed, Howe was wounded in the leg, but he



refused to leave the field. He continued to fight alongside Wolfe, providing
constant support and encouragement.

Wolfe's Legacy and Howe's Later Career

Wolfe's victory at Quebec was a major turning point in the French and
Indian War. The British conquest of Canada secured their dominance in
North America and paved the way for the establishment of the United
States.

Wolfe himself was killed in the battle, but his legacy lived on. He became a
national hero in Britain and his tactics and leadership were studied by
military strategists for centuries to come.

Howe's role in the Quebec campaign earned him widespread recognition
and promotion. He later served as commander-in-chief of the British forces
in North America during the American Revolution. While his performance
during the war was mixed, he remained a respected and influential figure in
British military circles.

Dundurn Castle: A Lasting Legacy

After retiring from military service, Howe returned to England and Free
Downloadd Dundurn Castle, a magnificent estate in Hamilton, Ontario. He
renamed the property "Dundurn" in honor of his victory at Quebec.

Dundurn Castle became Howe's home for the rest of his life. He spent his
time there writing, entertaining, and pursuing his passion for horticulture.
The castle's extensive gardens and greenhouses were renowned
throughout the province.



Dundurn Castle stands today as a testament to Howe's legacy and the
enduring impact of the Quebec campaign. It is a National Historic Site of
Canada and a popular tourist attraction, offering visitors a glimpse into the
life and times of one of Britain's most distinguished soldiers.

William Howe was a complex and fascinating figure, whose life and
achievements deserve to be remembered. In "Soldier of the Empire,
Defender of Quebec: Dundurn Lives," author Robert Fowler has crafted a
superbly researched and highly readable biography that sheds new light on
Howe's role in one of the most pivotal campaigns in British history.

Through the lens of Howe's life, Fowler provides a broader understanding
of the British Empire in the 18th century, its military strategies, and its
enduring legacy in Canada. "Soldier of the Empire, Defender of Quebec:
Dundurn Lives" is a valuable addition to the literature on this era and a
must-read for anyone interested in military history, Canadian history, or the
life of one of Britain's most distinguished soldiers.
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