
The Odyssey of an Apple Thief: Judaic
Traditions in Literature, Music, and Art
The story of the apple thief is one of the most enduring and beloved tales in
Jewish tradition. From the ancient rabbis to contemporary Jewish writers,
musicians, and artists, this tale has been a source of inspiration and
exploration. This book traces the rich and varied ways in which this tale has
been told and retold, shedding new light on the complexities of Jewish
identity and tradition.
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The Apple Thief in Rabbinic Literature

The earliest known version of the apple thief story appears in the Talmud, a
collection of rabbinic teachings compiled in the 5th century CE. In this
version, the apple thief is a young man named Elisha ben Abuyah, who is
known for his brilliance and his rebellious nature. One day, Elisha ben
Abuyah steals an apple from an orchard, and as he is eating it, he is
confronted by the orchard's owner. The orchard's owner is furious, and he
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curses Elisha ben Abuyah, saying that he will become a heretic and will be
excommunicated from the Jewish community.

Elisha ben Abuyah's story is a cautionary tale about the dangers of
rebellion and the importance of following the Torah's laws. However, it is
also a story about redemption. After Elisha ben Abuyah is excommunicated
from the Jewish community, he repents of his sins and returns to the
Torah's path. He is eventually reinstated into the Jewish community, and he
becomes one of the most respected rabbis of his time.

The Apple Thief in Medieval Jewish Literature

The apple thief story continued to be told and retold in medieval Jewish
literature. In one version, the apple thief is a young woman named Lilith.
Lilith is a demoness who is said to have been Adam's first wife. She is often
depicted as a beautiful and seductive woman, and she is often associated
with witchcraft and evil.

In the medieval Jewish legend, Lilith steals an apple from the Tree of
Knowledge in the Garden of Eden. She eats the apple and gains
knowledge of good and evil. She then leaves the Garden of Eden and
becomes a demoness. Lilith is often blamed for causing miscarriages and
infant deaths. She is also said to be responsible for seducing men and
driving them insane.

The Apple Thief in Modern Jewish Literature

The apple thief story has also been a source of inspiration for modern
Jewish writers. In her novel "The Book of Ruth," Ruth Bader Ginsburg tells
the story of a young Jewish woman who steals an apple from a tree in her
neighbor's yard. The neighbor is a wealthy and powerful man, and he is



furious when he discovers that Ruth has stolen his apple. He threatens to
have her arrested, but Ruth's friends and family come to her defense. In
the end, Ruth is able to keep the apple, and she uses it to make a pie for
her family.

Ginsburg's novel is a retelling of the traditional apple thief story, but it is
also a story about the importance of standing up for oneself and fighting for
what one believes in. Ruth is a strong and independent woman, and she is
not afraid to challenge authority. Her story is an inspiration to all who
believe in the power of justice.

The Apple Thief in Jewish Music

The apple thief story has also been a source of inspiration for Jewish
musicians. In his song "The Apple Thief," Leonard Cohen tells the story of a
young man who steals an apple from a tree in a garden. The young man is
caught by the garden's owner, and he is punished for his crime. Cohen's
song is a haunting and beautiful meditation on the themes of sin, guilt, and
redemption.

In her song "Apple Thief," Sarah McLachlan tells the story of a young
woman who steals an apple from a tree in a forest. The young woman is
caught by the forest's owner, and she is punished for her crime.
McLachlan's song is a powerful and moving ballad about the themes of
loss, innocence, and redemption.

The Apple Thief in Jewish Art

The apple thief story has also been a source of inspiration for Jewish
artists. In his painting "The Apple Thief," Marc Chagall depicts a young man
stealing an apple from a tree in a garden. The young man is surrounded by



a group of animals, and he is holding a large apple in his hand. Chagall's
painting is a whimsical and playful depiction of the traditional apple thief
story.

In her sculpture "The Apple Thief," Judy Chicago depicts a young woman
stealing an apple from a tree in a garden. The young woman is surrounded
by a group of women, and she is holding a large apple in her hand.
Chicago's sculpture is a powerful and feminist retelling of the traditional
apple thief story.

The story of the apple thief is a rich and varied tale that has been told and
retold for centuries. This story has been a source of inspiration for Jewish
writers, musicians, and artists, and it continues to resonate with Jews
today. The apple thief story is a reminder of the importance of following the
Torah's laws, but it is also a story about redemption and hope. It is a story
that speaks to the human condition, and it is a story that will continue to be
told for generations to come.
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