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In his meticulously researched and engaging book, "George Children,"
renowned royal biographer John Van der Kiste delves into the fascinating
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lives of King George VI's children, Princess Elizabeth and Princess
Margaret. With unprecedented access to royal archives and personal
accounts, Kiste paints an intimate portrait of two extraordinary women
whose destinies would forever shape the course of British history.
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Princess Elizabeth: The Future Queen

As the eldest daughter of George VI, Princess Elizabeth was poised for a
life of duty and service. Kiste meticulously chronicles her upbringing,
education, and early experiences that shaped her character. From her
close relationship with her father to her love of horses and the outdoors, he
reveals the formative moments that prepared her for the weighty
responsibility that lay ahead.

However, Elizabeth's journey was not without its challenges. Kiste sheds
light on the pressures she faced as heir to the throne, including the intense
scrutiny of the media and public expectations. He explores her wartime
experiences, romance with Prince Philip, and the complexities of her
personal life.
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Princess Margaret: The Unconventional Princess

While Elizabeth embraced her royal destiny, her younger sister, Princess
Margaret, charted a more unconventional path. Kiste delves into Margaret's
vibrant personality, rebellious nature, and passionate pursuit of love and
happiness. He recounts her romances, marriage to Antony Armstrong-
Jones, and the scandals that plagued her public image.

Beyond the sensational headlines, Kiste paints a sympathetic portrait of
Margaret as a woman torn between her public persona and her private
desires. He examines the challenges she faced as a royal outsider, the
impact of her health struggles, and her unwavering resilience in the face of
adversity.

The Geschwister Relationships

Throughout the book, Kiste explores the intricate relationship between
Elizabeth and Margaret. As sisters, they shared a close bond, but their
contrasting personalities and ambitions often led to tensions. Kiste
analyzes the dynamics of their sibling rivalry, the moments of support and
loyalty, and the enduring love they held for each other.

He also delves into the wider family dynamics, including the influence of
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor,
and other key figures in the royal circle. Kiste paints a vivid picture of the
complex relationships and alliances that shaped the lives of George VI's
children.

Behind the Palace Walls

"George Children" goes beyond the public facade to reveal the private lives
of the royal family. Kiste draws on personal letters, diaries, and interviews



to provide an intimate glimpse into their daily routines, family traditions, and
the challenges they faced away from the public eye. He sheds light on their
relationships with staff, their hobbies and interests, and the human side that
lay beneath the crowns they wore.

Legacy and Impact

In the concluding chapters, Kiste assesses the lasting legacy of George
VI's children on the British monarchy and beyond. He examines their
contributions to public service, their roles as ambassadors for the UK, and
the impact they had on social and cultural change. He also explores the
challenges they faced as they navigated the changing landscape of the
20th century.

John Van der Kiste's "George Children" is a captivating and comprehensive
account of the lives of Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret, two
women who played pivotal roles in shaping the course of British history.
Through meticulous research and a sympathetic approach, Kiste provides
an intimate glimpse into their world, revealing the challenges, triumphs, and
enduring legacy they left behind. Whether you're a seasoned royal
enthusiast or simply seeking an intriguing historical read, this book is an
essential addition to your library.
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Smedley Butler: The Marines and the Making
and Breaking of America's Empire
: A Marine's Journey Smedley Butler was born on July 31, 1881, in West
Chester, Pennsylvania. He joined the Marine Corps in 1898, at the age of
16,...

Ischia, Capri, Sorrento, Positano, And Amalfi:
An International Walking Guide
Explore the Breathtaking Beauty of Italy's Islands and Amalfi Coast on
Foot This comprehensive walking guidebook provides detailed
descriptions of...
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